the entire period of the second century. Lastly, the fourth
book would shew the decisive progress which Christianity made
from the time of the Syrian emperors. We should see the learned
system of the Antonines crumble, the decadence of the ancient
civilisation become irrevocable, Christianity profit from its ruin,
Syria conquer the whole West, and Jesus, in company with the
gods and the deified sages of Asia, take possession of a society for
which philosophy and a purely civil government no longer sufficed.
It was then that the religious ideas of the races grouped around the
Mediterranean became profoundly modified; that the Eastern reli-
gions everywhere took precedence; that the Christian Church,
Laving become very numerous, totally forgot its dreams of a mil-
lennium, broke its last ties with Judaism, and entered completely
into the Greek and Eomarx world. The contests and the literary
labours of the third century, which were carried on without conceal-
ment, would be described only in their general features. I would
relate still more briefly the persecutions at the commencement of the
fourth century, the last effort of the empire to return to its former
principles, which denied to religious association any place in the
State. Lastly, I would only foreshadow the change of policy
which, under Constantine, reversed the position, and made of the
most free and spontaneous religious movement an official worship,
subject to the State, and persecutor in its turn.

I know not whether I shall have sufficient life and strength to
complete a plan so vast. I shall be satisfied if, after having
written the Life of Jesus, I am permitted to relate, as I understand
it, the history of the apostles, the state of the Christian conscience
during the weeks which followed the death of Jesus, the formation
of the cycle of legends concerning the resurrection, the first acts of
the Church of Jerusalem, the life of Saint Paul, the crisis of the time
of Nero, the appearance of the Apocalypse, the fall of Jerusalem,
the foundation of the Hebrew-Christian sects of Batanea, the Com-
pilation of the Gospels, and the rise of the great schools of Asia
Minor originated by John. Everything pales by the side of that
marvellous first century. By a peculiarity rare ir. history, we see